
MRHS PTSA Meeting Minutes
November 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. via

Zoom

Present: Tammy Goldeisen, Joanna Ramos-Romero, Sharon Blessing, Leesa Yhim, Nalini Munnangi,
Ernestine Wright-Palmer, Theresa Yodzis, Francine Bennett, Eric Bennett,  Amy Grutzik, Lori Bacon,
Michele Kocak, Bruce Neimeyer, Jennifer Grams, Mary Klyap, Elizabeth Fitch, Abiodun Onabiyu, Lan
Deng, Antoinette, Michele Palmer, Lynn Rashid, Lorene Canella, Pam Wilson

Call to Order/Introductions

The meeting started promptly at 7:00 p.m. Joanna Ramos-Romero called the meeting to order.

SGA report

Junior Eric Bennett reported on the food drive at MRHS sponsored by SGA and Class Council. They
raised $3,590 and collected 1436 pounds of food, all of which will be donated to the Howard County
food bank. SGA is also selling class shirts online currently, and the shirts purchased will be available for

pick up at the end of the 2nd semester.

Staff Report

Ms. Lorene Cannella, career technology education team lead, gave a comprehensive report on the
various courses, ranging from culinary, project lead the way, engineering, computer science, dual
enrollment, business and teacher academy, to career research and development classes, that her team
teaches to students. They also write recommendations for seniors and advise on many of the MRHS
clubs including MRHS website, She++, GenerationOn, FBLA, Millionaires Club, Beyond School hours
and Helping HoCo.

Ms. Lynn Rashid, media specialist, reported on her team’s team. They work on the TV show and the
weekly update. The media specialists are available Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays to help
with students with technical issues. Contactless books delivery is available, and students can request
and pick up books in a cart in front of the school. Mr. Schaum has a goal to do a project with honors

9th grade history students. The senior class will start working on the design of their shirts shortly with
the help of the media specialists.

Principal’s Report

Tammy Goldeisen gave a comprehensive report. She noted that the first quarter is over. The
administration will be reaching out to students who got Es to encourage them.

The PBIS program will be restarted to encourage students. The student of the month will be also
restarted, and students will be told which teacher recommended them.

The school now has weekly video announcements.

Teachers can now write positive office referrals, and students receive a certificate of commendation.
She asked the PTSA to donate $500 to support this program for the rest of the school year. Four
students who receive positive office referrals will be selected monthly for gift cards, and two teachers
who write the referrals will be rewarded gift cards monthly. The PTSA executive committee will check
the rules regarding providing gift cards to teachers and consider this request at their next meeting, but
the treasurer reported that the PTSA was in a position to support this school endeavor.

Ms. Goldeisen also asked the PTSA to put together and lead a community forum to be held on

December 14 at 6:00-6:45 p.m. and again on April 19 at 6:00-6:45 p.m. Possible names for the forum
include Mustang Corral, Ridge Roundup, and Stallion Session. Ms. Goldeisen wants PTSA
representation at the forum and would like a follow-up survey afterwards to determine the forum’s
effectiveness and how it was received by the community. She feels she needs to connect more with
the community, particularly with the freshmen and the redistricted children and wants to make them
feel welcome and loved. Joanna and Leesa offered to co-organize this forum.

Francine asked about the possibility of students recognizing the teachers who are working hard during
virtual learning also.

President’s Report

Joanna reported that the Executive Board voted to adopt the Maryland PTA emergency proclamation,
and she mailed our ballot to Maryland PTA. We are awaiting to hear back.

The student directory will be worked on by Bruce Neimeyer. Joanna needs to get access to the
directory file in Canvas.

She reported on the recent email scams and noted that the list of emails and contacts is now private
on our MRHS PTSA website.

Finance Report

Nalini Munnangi shared an updated financial report.

Approval of Minutes

The October minutes were approved unanimously without corrections and will be posted on the
MRHS PTSA website.

Committee Reports

Membership – Sharon Blessing reported that we currently have 513 members.

Grocery Rewards – Pam Wilson reported that we gained 35 participants from October to November
from Harris Teeter and Amazon Smile. Weis is also doing a program that the PTSA will consider joining.

Fundraising – Currently on hold

Afterprom Committee – Sharon reported that a group met and will be purchasing prizes in the total
amount of $2500 for Afterprom. We hope we can coordinate with the school to support our students,
and we would like some underclass students’ parents to help with this.

Hospitality – Leesa has been coordinating with Lori Miller to offer a drive-through breakfast for the
staff. The PTSA is also giving teachers a tote bag filled with school supplies. The date and time still
need to be set.

Liaisons – Lan Deng will help distribute information on the community forums to the Chinese
American Parents Organization (CAPO). She expressed CAPO’s desire to support the drive-through
staff breakfast.

Website – Nothing new to report

Facebook/Communications Report – Nothing new to report

HCDrugFree – Nothing new to report

Horizon Foundation – Bruce Neimeyer and Linda Mattes drafted and submitted the proposal for the
Horizon Foundation grant in the amount of $1,250 to provide mental health support to students
through yoga, mindfulness, and a socially distanced outdoor activity in the late spring (if permitted).

Student Directory – Bruce Neimeyer has agreed to set this up.

Senior Scholarships – Amy Grutzik is awaiting to get confirmation of the ability to vote virtually from
the Maryland PTA. We will then vote on the proposal to change the senior scholarships to six, $1,000
scholarships in order to support more students. We have tabled the requirement that the recipients
be involved in at least two school-based activities.

Volunteer Coordination – Sharon again asked people to register on the website to volunteer to
support our school.

PTACHC – No PTACHC representative could attend this PTSA meeting, due to PTACHC scheduling a last-
minute in-person meeting to vote on the budget at the same time.

General Discussion

Action HoCo, a Howard County based organization co-founded by a Glenelg PTSA parent, is hosting a
three-session series on eradicating racism in December. They also host a monthly book club. The

November book club meeting is on the 25th about So You Want to Talk about Race, and the December
book club meeting is on Me and White Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World, and Become a
Good Ancestor. More information will be posted on the MRHS PTSA Facebook page.

Meeting concluded at 8:09pm.

Next meeting will be a virtual zoom meeting on December 14, 2020.

PSTA Meeting Minutes November 16, 2020

https://drive.google.com/u/0?usp=docs_web

